OCCUPIED   ZONE

happened at the time when the Marshal's picture was
being sold everywhere. A customer who was pressed for
time went to his picture-dealer, so the story goes, and
asked that a portrait of the Marshal should be kept for him.

"Very well/' said the saleswoman, "but we have only
the large one in the window left."

"That's all right/' answered the customer. "Keep it
for me, I will collect it this evening."

As is usual, the saleswoman placed on the Marshal's
portrait a small ticket bearing the word, "SOLD," and
went about her business.

Those who passed the picture-dealer's shop stopped and
laughed when they saw the notice.

The Germans, who are not very quick-witted, finally
saw the uncomplimentary allusion to Marshal Petain
which was being read into the word "SOLD." They entered
the shop, reprimanded the dealer, and, having ordered
him to change the offending ticket, left, but not before
imposing a i,ooo-franc fine.

The dealer, in a fine temper, pounced on the sales-
woman and ordered her to change the "SOLD" ticket
immediately. In tears, the girl who had acted quite
unthinkingly, replaced the ticket by another bearing the
word "EPUisfi." Though this meant "Stock exhausted,"
it can also be read as "worn out," so Parisians had a
further laugh.

This story, said lo be true, went round Paris. Such
tales by the hundred are invented about "collaborators/'
the men of Vichy, and the Germans.

Many photographs of the Marshal of France were sold.
Some were bought for no apparent reason, but most were
bought as a result of indirect blackmail. For business-
houses, private firms, and generally for all offices or
premises open to the public, purchase was obligatory.
Ardent de Gaullists bought them to allay Gestapo
suspicions in case of a search,

In the business-house where I worked there was a
photograph of Petain in each office, despite the fact that
the entire staff, from office-boys to managers, were de

135